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Cancer is a disease that disproportionately affects our community, and 
closer to home, our congregants. This unequal burden is related, in 
part, to differences in access to health care but also is the result of fear, 
misunderstanding, lack of knowledge and social stigma. The good news 
is that many cancer-related deaths can be prevented and that we have the 
resources in Boston to reduce cancer disparities. 

In February 2007, The Faith-Based Cancer Disparities Network was 
formed to develop educational materials and strategies for health 
ministries to use in this crusade against cancer. Nine congregations 
partnered with the National Black Leadership in Cancer, the Dana- 
Farber/Harvard Cancer Center and The American Cancer Society to 
identify effective faith-based activities and information for congregants. 
The Network piloted “The Choice is Yours” series—a monthly insert 
for Church bulletins that augmented commentary from the Pastor on the 
first Sunday of the month. This “Resource Tool-Kit” is a compendium 
of resources to help health ministries develop additional programs and 
activities on cancer-related topics.

Knowing that each congregation’s needs and resources are different, this 
directory offers a range of resources.  There is no “right” approach but 
rather, what is right for your congregation. The Network provides a forum 
for sharing our experiences and celebrating our successes. Together we 
will evaluate the effectiveness of this Resource Took Kit in our campaign 
to eliminate cancer disparities.

Bishop Gilbert A. Thompson
Jubilee Christian Church
President, Black Ministerial Alliance

introduction

Reverend Roland C. McCall
Grant African Methodist  
Episcopal Church
Board and Chair, Health Committee 
Black Ministerial Alliance
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Network Partners
Faith-Based partners
The nine congregations that came together in February 2007 to form the 
Faith-Based Cancer Disparities Network are a cross-section of Greater 
Boston’s communities of color and faith. We represent active health 
ministries at our respective churches, committed to spreading the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and fulfilling the role of healer just as He did. We 
believe that God gave us the power to choose, and that choosing to live 
a healthy lifestyle will make God happy. This is the abiding philosophy 
behind The Choice is Yours, the monthly educational inserts that the 
Network developed as one of our first projects. Together we will eliminate 
cancer disparities and will help congregants live long.

Didn’t you realize that your body is a sacred place, the place of the 
Holy Spirit? Don’t you see that you can’t live however you please, 
squandering what God paid such a high price for? The physical 
part of you is not some piece of property belonging to the spiritual 
part of you. God owns the whole works. So let people see God in 
and through your body.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20  

Bethel AME Church
Teresa Lammey Reid

Berea Seventh Day Adventist 
Katherine Kakwi

Dorchester Nazarene  
Compassionate Center 
Pastor Pierre-Louis Zephir

Grant AME Church
Dr. Sandras Barnes

Greater Love Tabernacle Church  
Debbie Dozier

Jubilee Christian Church   
Pastor Maxi Hudson

Morning Star Baptist Church   
Deanna Gross

People’s Baptist Church   
Aleveta J. Haynes

St Paul’s AME Church   
Hope White



6

institutional Partners
ameriCan CanCer soCiety
The American Cancer Society is the nationwide community-based 
voluntary health organization dedicated to eliminating cancer as a major 
health problem by preventing cancer, saving lives, and diminishing 
suffering from cancer through research, education, advocacy, and service. 
The Society is devoted to providing the highest quality information, 
services and programs designed for patients, caregivers and their families. 
It is also committed to the prevention and early detection of cancer by 
working with health providers, community-based systems, legislators and 
media to promote services, resources and programs that will reduce poor 
health outcomes and enhance health-promoting decisions.  

1-800-ACS-2345

dana-FarBer/harvard CanCer Center
Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center is the largest National Cancer 
Institute-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center in the nation. 
Founded in 1998, DF/HCC is an inter-institutional research enterprise 
that unites the cancer research efforts of the Harvard-affiliated community. 
The primary goal of the Cancer Center is to encourage and promote 
collaborative interactions and translational research that will lead to new 
approaches to cancer prevention, diagnosis, and treatment.  To address the 
issue of cancer disparities, the Initiative to Eliminate Cancer Disparities 
was launched in 2001. In addition to fostering research on understanding 
the causes and solutions to cancer disparities, the initiative seeks to create 
meaningful partnerships with the Boston community related to cancer 
prevention and treatment.

Contact:   
Karen Burns White,  
Deputy Associate Director
Dana-Farber/Havard Cancer Center
Initiative to Eliminate Cancer Disparities
617-632-3244
karen_burnswhite@dfci.harvard.edu
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national BlaCk leadership initiative on CanCer
The establishment of the National Black Leadership Initiative on Cancer 
(NBLIC) mobilizes scientists, community leaders, community-based 
organizations, government officials, academicians, and other stakeholders 
throughout the United States in an effort to address the disproportionate 
cancer burden facing African Americans.

NBLIC’s work focuses on outreach to the black community through public 
education that increases awareness of cancer and cancer risks, improves 
health-related behaviors, and breaks down barriers to prevention, early 
detection, and state-of-the-art treatment.

Contact:  
Athene Wilson-Glover, NBLIC
617-632-4860
athene_wilsonglover@dfci.harvard.edu

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS (cONT.)
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What are cancer Disparities?
Cancer disparities are differences in the incidence (new cancer cases), 
prevalence (existing cases), mortality (death rates) and burden of disease 
(quality of life) among specific groups when compared to the entire 
population—in this case people of color living in Greater Boston and 
attending our churches who tend to have poorer health outcomes than the 
general population. Within the scientific literature, there are many reasons 
cited for these disparities. Our Network identified the following key factors 
as contributing to cancer disparities and, therefore, items that we choose to 
address in our crusade against cancer: 

lack of education concerning cancer prevention and cancer treatments.
people not getting the screenings they need
differences in access to service based on people’s educational 
backgrounds, socioeconomic levels, race, and age
not enough community-based programming and support
misconceptions about causes of cancer and available treatments
unequal access to information on cancer prevention, care, support, and 
treatment
lack of resources, especially at the community level

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
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Tips from Health Ministries
Health ministries come in all shapes and sizes.  Some have been around for 
over twenty years; others are only a few months old.  Whether your health 
ministry supports a church of one hundred or a church of several thousand 
congregants, there is important information every health ministry should 
take to heart.  It doesn’t matter how old or new, vibrant or growing your 
health ministry is, these tips are valuable resources to all who want to 
encourage healthy behaviors.

Be prayerful.  Ask God to lead the people with the skills and 
commitment to be in the forefront of the health ministry.
Know your audience.  Understand who they are and the concerns 
they have.  Otherwise you’ll end up doing a program that no one cares 
about.  Know who the leaders are, the people the congregation trusts.  
Go to them first and get them on your side.
Know your role.  You need people skills and also the skills to do the 
outreach required to bring in the services needed. Take plenty of time 
planning. Be a witness by the way you live your life, your relationship 
with God and with people.
Make it personal.  Give people a reason to attend your events.  Maybe 
they have an afflicted family member.  Maybe they could use the 
information to minister to others.  Figure out how to get people 
attached on an individual level.  Personally invite people to your 
programs/events.  People might not pay attention if you just announce 
something in the bulletin.  
Widen your scope.  Get representation from other church committees 
at your events.  Support their programs as well. Move outside the 
church setting if it’s going to bring in more people.  You don’t need to 
do a program right after a service.  
Believe in the power of education.
Don’t overwhelm yourself.  Pick 3 or 4 areas of health and wellness and 
focus on those for a year in terms of gathering materials/information, 
inviting speakers, and professionals to come and address small groups.
Make sure your ministerial staff is informed and supportive.
Your health ministry needs to be based on the church’s belief system, 
values and goals.
People are willing to learn.

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•
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Health Needs Assessment
If you want to create positive, healthy behavior changes in your 
congregation, you first need to know what they believe and why they 
believe it.  So often we want to dive into a program or initiative before we 
really know what makes our audience tick.  What information do they 
know already?  What do they want to know?  What are their fears?  What 
are their beliefs on a particular health topic?  Where do they get their 
information?  The key to success for any program or initiative is to know 
your audience. 

The Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center developed a community health 
needs assessment tool specifically for this purpose.  The tool gathers 
general health information but also targets cancer-specific issues.  When 
completed by congregants, the survey will guide you in developing 
programs about health topics in which they are interested and concerned. 
It will also give you the direction needed to generate positive healthy 
behavior changes in your congregation.

Contact:   
Karen Burns White, Deputy Associate Director
Dana-Farber/Harvard Cencer Center 
Initiative to Eliminate Cancer Disparities
617-632-3244

HEALTH TOPICS (Please check the topics of interest to you)
      Obesity    Breast Cancer
      Nutrition and Healthy Eating  Prostate Cancer
      Diabetes    Lung Cancer

FAMILY AND RELATIONSHIP TOPICS

sample health needs survey:
What would you like to know? 
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community support Groups
Support groups are a great way for people to share experiences with one 
another.  Cancer patients, survivors and their family members need 
and want to talk with others who have “walked in their shoes.” This 
section includes a list of organizations within the Boston area that offer 
support groups. Some are based in hospitals, others in community-based 
organizations and churches. We encourage you to contact the resources 
below. Should you need additional help, please contact Athene Wilson-
Glover at 617-632-4860. 
 
the american Cancer society
www.cancer.org
800-227-2345

Beth israel deaconess medical Center
www.bidmc.harvard.edu/cancercare
617-667-2661

Boston medical Center
www.bmc.org/khj/cancer_care.html
800-841-4325

tufts new england medical Center (nemC)
www.tufts-nemc.org/forpatientsfamilies/supportservices/supportgroups 
617-636-5000

daughters of Comfort (morning star)
www.msbc-bos.org
617-298-0278

phen – prostate support Group
www.prostatehealthed.org
781-487-2239

the wellness Community at dimock
www.dimock.org
617-441-8800 x1790

ywCa encore plus
www.ymcaboston.org
617-585-5473
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screenings
Screening is an important part of cancer prevention and control.  Skin, 
cervical, and colorectal cancer screenings can identify conditions that if 
treated will prevent cancer! Other types of screening can diagnose cancer 
early (e.g. breast and prostate cancer screenings), when it’s easiest to treat. 
There are several different screening services offered at low- or no-cost in 
the Boston area.  Screening for cancer is too important to go ignored.

Blum Family resource Center van 
The Dana-Farber Cancer Institute has a resource center van that provides 
cancer prevention education, skin cancer and prostate cancer screenings, 
and other education/awareness initiatives.  The van primarily serves 
underserved populations around Boston.  It has a 15-person classroom, 
two computer stations, and an exam room for screenings and private 
consultations.  

Contact: 
Community Health Education
617-632-5819
 
Health Educator (Prostate)
617-632-6694
www.dfci.harvard.edu/pat/support/resource-rooms/blum-van.asp

Boston’s mammography van–dana-Farber Cancer institute
Owned by the City of Boston and operated by the Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, Boston’s Mammography Van provides screening mammograms 
and breast health education to all women, regardless of ability to pay.  The 
only such van in the state, Boston’s Mammography Van is out on the road 
3-4 days per week year-round, serving all Boston neighborhoods. Women 
40 years of age and older (or 35-39 years with a family history of breast 
cancer) who have not had a mammogram in the past 12 months may be 
eligible to get their mammogram on the van.  All forms of insurance are 
accepted; pre-registration is required.

Contact: 
617-632-1974



1�

the Family van
The Family Van provides free health education, screening, and prevention 
services in Roxbury, Dorchester, and Mattapan.  Screenings include 
hypertension, diabetes, pregnancy, and HIV/AIDS, and many others.  
The Family Van has scheduled stops all over the community, which can 
be found on their website.  No appointment is necessary.  No medical 
insurance or identification is necessary.

Contact: 
1542 Tremont Street
Roxbury, MA 02120
617-442-3200
familyvan@hms.harvard.edu 
www.hms.harvard.edu/familyvan

health Connection – Boston public health Commission’s van
The Boston Public Health Commission’s van is a free public health van that 
provides health education and health screenings. The van provides not only 
cancer services, but also diabetes, asthma, family planning, heart disease, 
and injury prevention. The van is capable of conducting several health 
screenings such as blood pressure, pregnancy, nutrition assessments, and 
prostate cancer and skin cancer screenings. 

Contact: 
617-534-5672
healthvan@bphc.org
www.bphc.org/programs

ScREENINGS (cONT.)
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Body & soul
We know the importance of healthy eating when it comes to cancer 
prevention. The American Cancer Society’s Body & Soul program is a 
nationwide wellness initiative designed to educate African American 
congregations on the importance of healthy eating.  Specifically, the 
program encourages participants to eat 5 to 9 servings of fruits and 
vegetables every day for better health. Because each church works closely 
with a local American Cancer Society staff person, the program is tailored 
to each individual church’s needs.  Body & Soul works by combining 
pastoral leadership, educational activities, and peer counseling in a church 
environment that supports healthy eating.  

This program has been very successful for over ten years.  We highly 
recommend you look into the Body and Soul wellness program.  It will do 
nothing but good for your church.

Contact:  
Athene Wilson-Glover, NBLIC
617-632-4860
athene_wilson-glover@dfci.harvard.edu

National program phone: 1-800-422-6237
www.5aday.gov

A Celebration of 
Healthy Eating 
and Living
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The choice is Yours
Churches have a very powerful tool when working to eliminate cancer 
disparities.  That tool is faith.  Unlike secular organizations, churches can 
harness the faith of their congregants into positive, healthy lifestyle choices 
that truly demonstrate our trust in God and the desire to do His will.

Developed specifically for faith-based organizations, The Choice Is Yours is 
a monthly series of cancer prevention updates.  They are a little bigger than 
a postcard, so they can be inserted in church bulletins or handed out at any 
church event.  There are 16 different topics, so you can choose the most 
relevant topics for your congregation.
 
Based on Scripture, expert opinions, and common sense, The Choice Is 
Yours series works to promote healthy behaviors while at the same time, 
encourages the healthy attitudes we all need.  The information found 
within each piece raises awareness and increases knowledge of cancer 
prevention. 

Contact:
Athene Wilson Glover, NBLIC
617-632-4860
athene_wilson-glover@dfci.harvard.edu
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Resources for Youth
There are resources for cancer prevention, cancer survivorship, and cancer 
awareness.  How should the young people in your life understand cancer?

Continuing umbrella of research experiences (Cure) 
The CURE program gives young people from minority populations the 
opportunity to see first-hand how cancer research works.  Students will 
work alongside cancer research experts, using state-of-the-art technology, 
and learn how complicated and yet important cancer research really is. 

Contact: 
www.cancerdisparities.org  
Select “Student Training”

the Biomedical science Careers program (BsCp)
The Biomedical Science Careers Program provides guidance, 
encouragement, and support for students wishing to pursue careers in 
the biomedical sciences. The BSCP is geared towards older students; 
however, anyone with an interest in the biomedical sciences can find this 
organization useful. The website includes an job/internship opportunities 
list, scholarships and similar resources, and local event announcements. 
The BSCP and the resources it offers are based in New England.

www.bscp.org

health Corps volunteer program – BidmC
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center has a large volunteer program, open 
to all over the age of 14 years. There are over 50 different departments at 
BIDMC in which volunteers work, during the school-year and summer. 
This is a great opportunity for young adults to learn more about cutting-
edge cancer care and research and genuinely contribute to saving lives.

Contact: 
Volunteer Services Coordinator
617-667-3026 
www.bidmc.harvard.edu

Does a young person you 
know have cancer?  Does 
a young person you know 
have a cancer-related 
experience?  Maybe that 
person’s family member 
has cancer?  It’s important 
to understand the young 
people in your life, and it’s 
equally important that 
they understand cancer 
and its impact, both 
positive and negative, on 
someone’s life.
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Resources for Men
There are many stereotypes about men not talking about their health 
concerns.  It is known that men do not visit their doctors as often as 
women and that they frequently do not have annual physicals, including 
recommended cancer screenings. This makes the work of the health 
ministries even more important as we know that certain cancers, 
like prostate cancer, are epidemic in our community.  There are two 
organizations that have tailored services for men listed below. 

prostate health education network (phen) 
The Prostate Health Education Network (PHEN)’s goal is to increase 
prostate health education and awareness in African American men. The 
prostate support group meets every month with a roundtable discussion on 
treatment options and informal man-to-man discussion about survivorship 
and the issues they are facing.

Contact:
781-487-2239
www.prostatehealthed.org

Blum Family resource Center van
The Dana-Farber Cancer Institute’s Family Resource Van provides cancer 
prevention education, skin cancer and prostate cancer screenings. With 
a 15-person classroom, two computer stations, and an exam room for 
screenings and private consultations, the Van can travel to your church 
location for on-site programs. 

Contact:  
617-632-5819

Health Educator (Prostate)
617-632-6694

www.dfci.harvard.edu/pat/support/resource-rooms/blum-van.asp
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Resources for Women
Many cancers that affect women are preventable through routine 
screenings or treatable when diagnosed early. Not talking about cancer can 
truly be dangerous to your health. We must help women prevent cancer 
and support those with cancer to live productive lives. 
 

Boston Black women’s health initiative

Contact:
617-427-2002  
www.bbwhi.org

look Good…Feel Better
Look Good…Feel Better is a free program that teaches cancer patients 
hands-on techniques to help them cope with appearance-related side 
effects from chemotherapy or radiation treatments.  The seminar is a free, 
supportive, and enjoyable first step toward renewed self-esteem, self-
confidence, and emotional recovery. Cosmetologists who are certified 
or trained by the American Cancer Society provide the program.  All 
participants receive a free makeup kit.

Contact:  
www.lookgoodfeelbetter.org
1-800-395-LOOK  or 1-800-ACS-2345
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human papilloma virus (hpv) vaccine education 
The HPV vaccine is a new strategy to prevent cervical cancer. It is 
important to learn more about this vaccine to protect the young women 
in our lives. There is much written information available and medical 
professionals who are eager to speak with your congregation.   

Contact:  
Athene Wilson-Glover, NBLIC
617-632-4860
athene_wilson-glover@dfci.harvard.edu

women’s health network
Funded by federal and state government, the Women’s Health Network 
provides free screening and diagnostic services for breast and cervical 
cancer, as well as cardiovascular risk factors to women aged 40 to 64 
living in Massachusetts who are uninsured or underinsured.

Contact: 
877-414-4447
www.mass.gov/dph/fch/whn/index.htm

RESOURcES fOR WOmEN (cONT.)
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organizations,  
Websites & Books 

There are many organizations and websites available to educate you and 
your congregants about cancer.  Here is a list of useful resources to aid you 
in your health ministry. 

american lung association (ala)
www.lungusa.org
781-890-4262

american Cancer society (aCs)
www.cancer.org
800-227-2345

american legacy Foundation
www.americanlegacy.org

the avon Foundation Breast Cancer Crusade
www.avoncompany.com/women/index.html

Cancer information services (Cis)
1-800-4CANCER (1–800–422–623)
www.cis.nci.nih.gov

Cancer Control planet
cancercontrolplanet.cancer.gov

Centers for disease Control and prevention (CdC) 
www.cdc.gov/cancer/colorectal

dana-Farber/harvard Cancer Center (dF/hCC)
www.cancerdisparities.org

intercultural Cancer Council (iCC)
www.iccnetwork.org
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the leukemia and lymphoma society
www.leukemia.org

livestrong
www.livestrong.org
866-235-7205

massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition (mBCC)
www.mbcc.org

massachusetts prostate Cancer Coalition
www.masspcc.org

the national Black leadership initiative on Cancer (nBliC)
www.nblic.org

the national Cancer institute (nCi)
www.cancer.gov

the national Colorectal Cancer research alliance (nCCra)
www.eifoundation.org/national/nccra/splash/

national institute of health (nih)
www.nih.gov

the prostate health education network (phen)
www.prostatehealthed.org 

susan G. komen for the Cure 
www.komen.org

RESOURcES (cONT.)
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For parents
Cancer in the Family: Helping Children Cope with a Parent’s Illness 
Available through the ACS 1-800-ACS-2345

Helping Your Children Cope with Your Cancer: A Guide for Parents and Families by 
Peter Vandernoot

national Children’s Cancer society  
www.nationalchildrenscancersociety.org

american Cancer society 
www.cancer.org  (Website also in Spanish)

CancerCare 
www.cancercare.org (Website also in Spanish)

why me? 
www.whyme.org 

make-a-wish 
www.makeawish.org

For Children
The Amazing Hannah 
by Amy Klett    (Available in Spanish)

Kathy’s Hats 
by Trudy Krisher

Why, Charlie Brown, Why? 
by Charles M. Schulz     (Book and video available in Spanish) 

starlight starbright Children’s Foundation  
www.starbright.org

Camp sunshine  
www.campsunshine.org (Website also in Spanish) 

hole in the wall Gang Camp 
www.holeinthewall.org
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For teens and younG adults
Cutting Up  
by Aubrie Maze

Cancer Information for Teens  
by Wilma R. Caldwell

No Way: It Can’t Be! 
By Doug Ulman, The Ulman Cancer Fund

i’m too young For this 
www.imtooyoungforthis.org

next step   
www.nextstepnet.org

teen Central
www.teencentral.net

the ulman Cancer Fund for young adults  
www.ulmanfund.org

For siBlinGs
Oliver’s Story: For ‘Sibs’ of Kids with Cancer  
by Michael Dodd (Available in Spanish) 

Hi, My Name is Jack  
by Christina Beall-Sullivan

When Your Brother or Sister has Cancer: A Guide for Teens  
National Cancer Institute

supersibs! 
www.supersibs.org

starlight starbright Children’s Foundation 
www.starbright.org
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speakers Bureau
Lifestyle and behaviors account for 50% of our health problems, which 
means that there is a lot we can do to stay fit and be healthy. The more 
you know about staying healthy and being fit, the better off you and your 
family will be. The Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center’s Speakers Bureau 
can help your church lead the way in educating congregants about living 
healthier lives.

We can get a speaker for any cancer-related topic you want.  Vaccines, 
disparities, surveying populations, risk, the media– almost any topic you 
would want to discuss. It doesn’t matter where the church is or how many 
people will attend the discussion.  If you want help with cancer discussions, 
we can provide it.  And it doesn’t cost you anything.

Contact:  
Karen Burns White, Deputy Associate Director
Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center
Initiative to Eliminate Cancer Disparities
617-632-3244
karen_burnswhite@dfci.harvard.edu
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clinical Trials education
These organizations can educate you and help you inform others about 
clinical trials.  

Breaking it down: our health, our way 
(Boston’s local enaCCt program for Clinical trials education)
www.enacct.org/COHS/index.php
617-384-8523

the education network to advance Cancer Clinical trials  
(enaCCt national Group)
www.enacct.org
301-562-2774

Cancer information service (Cis)
www.cis.nci.nih.gov
1-800-4-CANCER

the Center for information and study on Clinical research participation 
 (CISCRP)
www.ciscrp.org
617-927-9500

dana-Farber Clinical trials video “is it right for me?”
www.dana-farber.org/res/clinical/trials-info/

american Cancer society Clinical trials matching service
www.clinicaltrials.cancer.org
800-303-5691

Clinical trials are research 
studies that involve 
patients.  These studies 
try to find better ways to 
prevent, detect, diagnose, or 
treat cancer.  It is important 
for diverse racial and ethnic 
groups to participate in 
clinical trials to develop 
the most effective cancer 
treatments and prevention 
programs.  Boston is 
world-renown for its cancer 
research, and a large 
number of clinical trials are 
available.
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careers
Below are some of the partner organizations that provide career 
opportunities for those who want to work in this field and make a 
difference in people’s lives.

american Cancer society
Rene Mallen, Vice President Human Resources
rene.mallen@cancer.org 
www.cancer.org
508-270-4773

Beth israel deaconess medical Center
www.bidmccareers.com
617.667.7000

Brigham and women’s hospital
www.brighamanwomens.org/humanresources
617.732.5500

Children’s hospital
www.childrenshospital.org/careers
617.355.6000

dana-Farber Cancer institute
www.dana-farber.org
617.632.3052

harvard medical school
www.hr.hms.harvard.edu

harvard school of public health
www.jobs.harvard.edu/jobs/search_req
617.432.0978

massachusetts General hospital
www.massgeneral.org/jobs
617.726.2210

Boston is world-renown 
for its advances in cancer 
care and research.  There 
are many employment 
opportunities for people 
who are interested 
in cancer research, 
education, promotion, 
outreach and care.  
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cancer Awareness calendar
January 
National Cervical Cancer Screening Month  
June 17 - Great American Health Check  
June 20 to 26 -  Healthy Weight Week  
 
march
National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month 
National Nutrition Awareness Month 
 

april
National Cancer Control Month 
April 20 to 26 - National Minority Cancer  
Awareness Week 
April 27 to May 3 - National Volunteer Week  
 
may
Skin Cancer Detection and Prevention Month 
May 4 to 10 - Cover the Uninsured Week 
May 5 - Melanoma Monday 
May 11 - Women’s Health/Cancer Awareness 
May 11 to 17 - National Women’s Health Week 
May 31 - World No Tobacco Day 

June
June 1 - National Cancer Survivors Day  
June 8 to 14 - National Men’s Health Week  
June 15 - Men’s Health/Cancer Awareness 
 
July
UV Safety Month 
 
august
August 14 - Great American Eat Right Challenge 
 
september
National Ovarian Cancer Month 
Childhood Cancer Month 
Gynecologic Cancer Awareness Month 
Prostate Cancer Awareness Month 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Awareness Month 
September 14 to 20 - Prostate Cancer Awareness Week 
September 16 - Take a Loved One for a Check-up Day 
 
october
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
October 17 - National Mammography Day 

november
Lung Cancer Awareness Month 
National Family Caregivers Month 
Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month 
November 20 - Great American Smokeout
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