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Abstract: To reduce the cancer burden and cancer disparities through prevention at the population level 

requires an integrated approach to implement effective interventions across multiple health systems, 

involving numerous stakeholders and targeting the most common cancers. The San Francisco Cancer 

Initiative (SF CAN), focuses on the City and County of San Francisco where cancer is the number one 

cause of mortality. The goal is to reduce the cancer burden and cancer disparities through an integrat-

ed, cross-sector effort involving the San Francisco Department of Public Health, the University of Califor-

nia, San Francisco, major health systems and community coalitions to have “collective impact”. SF CAN 

targets the top five cancers for which there are evidence-based methods of prevention and early detec-

tion: breast, prostate, lung and other tobacco-related cancers, colorectal, and liver cancer.  
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