
SPARC: Summer Program to Advance
Research Careers

APPLICATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 25, 2022APPLICATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 25, 2022

Acquisition of scientific knowledge of cancer and emerging technologies

Development of communication skills

Individualized career preparation

The SPARC program is an innovative and engaging program to spark interest in cancer and

cancer disparities research. The intensive 12-week program engages undergraduates in full-

time, mentored, cancer research experiences in-person in research environments across

Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center (DF/HCC) and UMass Boston that are using emerging

technologies. Program activities focus on three areas critical to the development of successful,

innovative cancer researchers:

PROGRAM FEATURES

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

EXTENSIVE SCIENTIFIC TRAINING

HANDS-ON CANCER RESEARCH

MENTORING & NETWORKING

JOURNAL CLUB

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
STUDENT IN GOOD STANDING

First or second year student

Attend UMass Boston or local

community colleges

MEET ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

CRITERIA:

Be from a racial or ethnic group

considered underrepresented in the

sciences (Blacks, Hispanics or Latinos,

American Indians or Alaska Natives,

Native Hawaiians and other Pacific

Islanders)

Be a first-generation college student

Be from an economically

disadvantaged background

DEMONSTRATE STRONG INTEREST IN

BASIC, COMPUTATIONAL, AND/OR

PUBLIC-HEALTH RELATED RESEARCH

SHOW INTEREST IN PURSUING A

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE OR HEALTH

CAREER

PRESENT AT AND ATTEND CONFERENCES

ABSTRACTS & PRESENTATIONS

APPLICATION

PROGRAM LAUNCH DATE: MAY 31, 2022PROGRAM LAUNCH DATE: MAY 31, 2022

FOCUS ON EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES

COMPETITIVE STIPEND!

ABOUT THE PARTNERSHIP: Since 2003, the UMass Boston–Dana-Farber Harvard Cancer Center (DF/HCC) Partnership has focused on addressing health

disparities in minority populations and on improving research, training, and outreach opportunities for students, faculty, and scientists. The partnership

connects UMass Boston researchers with clinicians and researchers at DF/HCC and supports collaborative investigations aimed at understanding and

reducing cancer and cancer disparities. It also provides undergraduate, graduate, and postdoctoral trainees to engage in cancer-related, mentored

research experiences. The partnership continues to significantly expand opportunities for researchers and talented students, especially those from

underrepresented backgrounds, in four broad areas of cancer investigation—basic, clinical, nursing, and population science research.

A Note About the 2022 Summer Research Experience: Our top priority is the safety of our students and

volunteers. SPARC Summer students will be required to show proof of COVID-19 vaccination and booster. 

For more information and to access our

application please visit our website:
 
 

 https://www.dfhcc.harvard.edu/SPARC
 

The application deadline is February 25, 2022

https://www.dfhcc.harvard.edu/SPARC

