
Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center is the largest cancer research consortium in the nation, 
and receives more than $650 million in cancer-related funding each year. DF/HCC’s more than 
1,000 members hold Harvard faculty positions at Boston’s leading medical institutions: Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston Children’s Hospital, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical School, Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public 
Health, and Massachusetts General Hospital.

Requirements
DF/HCC maintains two levels of membership: Full and Associate. Full membership is available to 
Harvard faculty of instructor level or above who are also: PIs, co-investigators, project leaders on a peer-
reviewed, cancer-relevant grant, regular participants in cancer research through protocol development or 
implementation, or a newly independent investigator in the cancer field with start-up support from his/her 
academic department. Endorsement from the leader of the research program that the candidate proposes 
to join is required. 

Associate membership is offered to non-Harvard or non-DF/HCC affiliated researchers whose expertise is 
deemed critical to the mission of DF/HCC. Examples include a faculty member from an organization without 
its own NCI-designated Cancer Center engaged in collaborative research with an existing DF/HCC member, 
or an independant researcher in a field not represented by traditional academic departments at Harvard 
Medical School or Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health whose efforts are important to DF/HCC and 
who does not meet standard criteria for membership.

Benefits
Members of DF/HCC have increased opportunities for access to and collaboration with other researchers in 
common areas of interest. In addition, there are other privileges to membership including:

•  Access to DF/HCC core facilities at a reduced rate
•  Clinical research support for protocol review and management 
•  Ability to apply for members-only DF/HCC developmental funds
•  Access to weekly and quarterly updates on DF/HCC news and events

Responsibilities
The National Cancer Institute (NCI) considers membership in an NCI-designated Comprehensive Cancer 
Center a privilege, and takes very seriously the approval review processes for membership. Responsibilities 
of membership (both Full and Associate members) include:

•  Active participation in a DF/HCC research program
•  Use of the DF/HCC Protocol Review Clinical Trials System for the generation, implementation, and 

monitoring of all clinical cancer research protocols to be conducted at DF/HCC institutions
•  Acknowledgement of the use of Cancer Center resources (e.g., core facilities) from the NCI Cancer Core 

Support Grant (CCSG), as appropriate, in research publications 
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Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center is the largest National Cancer Institute-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center in the 
nation. Founded in 1998, DF/HCC is an inter-institutional research enterprise that unites all of the cancer research efforts of the 
Harvard-affiliated community. The primary goal of the Cancer Center is to encourage and promote collaborative interactions 
and translational research that will lead to new approaches to cancer prevention, diagnosis, and treatment.
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Membership  continued

Center membership status is reviewed annually. If a member continues to meet membership criteria and is 
performing satisfactorily in a program, they are renewed as a DF/HCC member. Program Leaders are also 
asked to conduct annual reviews of program membership at which time the leadership of each program 
may determine which individuals should and should not continue as members based upon contributions to 
and participation in the activities and research of the program.

To apply
The online application process requires interested candidates to submit an application, a current National 
Institutes of Health biosketch, and other support pages as required by the National Cancer Institute. For 
more information on applying for membership, visit the DF/HCC website: 

www.dfhcc.harvard.edu/membership/

Contact information

membership administration
Deborah Goff, PhD
Deputy Associate Director, Administration
(617) 632-4044
deborah_goff@dfci.harvard.edu

Jackie Hwang
Program Manager
(617) 632-5685
jackie_hwang@dfci.harvard.edu

membership committee 
Lowell Schnipper, MD
Associate Director, Membership
Institutional Representative, Beth Israel Deaconess  
Medical Center
(617) 667-1198
lschnipp@bidmc.harvard.edu

Jon Aster, MD, PhD
Deputy Associate Director, Membership
Institutional Representative, Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital
(617) 525-7329
jaster@partners.org


