
 

DF / HCC Neuro-Oncology Grand Rounds 
 

Friday, October 2, 2020 - 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

 https://partners.zoom.us/j/97721451416 
 

Join us for the inaugural Dana-Farber / Harvard Cancer Center Neuro-Oncology Grand rounds, a monthly, 

multidisciplinary HMS CME conference open to all DF/HCC institutions (BWH, BIDMC, BCH, HSPH, HMS and 

MGH), where local, national and international experts will present the latest findings in adult and pediatric 

neuro-oncology research. We are delighted to have Prof. William Kaelin, Jr., as our inaugural speaker.  
 

Topic: Toward Effective Medical Treatment of Brain Tumors: Some Possible Lessons from von 

Hippel-Lindau Disease 
 

Speaker: William Kaelin, Jr., M.D. 

 
2019 Nobel Laureate in Physiology or Medicine 

Sidney Farber Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

Senior Physician, Medicine, Brigham and Women’s Hospital / Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 

Howard Hughes Medical Institute Investigator 

 

Dr. Kaelin is the Sidney Farber Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical School and Senior Physician at the 

Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Dana Farber Cancer Institute, where he also serves as an Associate 

Director for Basic Science. A member of the National Academy of Sciences and the Institute of Medicine, 

Prof. Kaelin’s research focuses on understanding the role of tumor suppressor gene mutations in cancer 

development. He has made seminal contributions to advance the mechanistic understanding of the 

retinoblastoma (Rb), von Hippel-Lindau (VHL) and p53 tumor suppressor genes. Dr. Kaelin has been the 

recipient of numerous awards, including the Paul Marks Prize from Memorial Sloan Kettering, the Canada 

Gairdner International Award, the Richard and Hinda Rosenthal Prize from the American Academy of 

Cancer Research, the Wiley Prize in Biomedical Sciences and the Albert Lasker Award. In 2019, he was 

recognized, along with Gregg Semenza and Peter J. Ratcliffe, with the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 

for the describing the mechanisms of the cellular response to hypoxia. In particular, Prof. Kaelin’s showed 

how VHL regulates the activity Hypoxia-inducible Factor 1 alpha (HIF1A), and how in the absence of this 

regulation (such as when a VHL mutation is present) HIF1A goes unchecked facilitating transcription of 

genes promoting erythropoiesis, angiogenesis and metabolic changes that can lead to malignant 

transformation. The work of Prof. Kaelin led to the successful clinical testing of vascular endothelial growth 

factor (VEGF) inhibitors for the treatment of clear renal cell carcinoma. In addition to his work on VHL, Prof. 

Kaelin’s work has advanced our understanding of the metabolic dependencies and therapeutic 

vulnerabilities of isocitrate-dehydrogenase (IDH) mutant tumors, with important implications for the 

treatment of acute myeloid leukemia and IDH-mutant gliomas.  

 

https://partners.zoom.us/j/97721451416

