
 

 

Emerson Collective Cancer Research Fund 
Full Proposal Application Guidelines 

 
Who We Are 
We are the Health Team of the Emerson Collective. Our aim is to accelerate solutions that will improve cancer 
detection, treatment, and the patient experience. We believe have an exciting opportunity now to make 
substantial improvements in both our understanding and treatment of cancer, as well as in the lives and 
experience of cancer patients. 
 
Advances in cancer research—including the advent of genetic sequencing, immunology, and improvements in 
disease detection—have combined to make this a pivotal moment of potential progress in cancer biology 
research and treatment. Thanks to these developments, we see new tangible steps that can be taken to 
potentially reduce the burden of cancer in the lives of patients, their families, and caregivers. 
 
We partner with leading, cutting-edge researchers and innovative entrepreneurs to help transform 
groundbreaking scientific discoveries into potentially groundbreaking treatments for patients with significant, 
unmet needs. We place patients at the center of our efforts by giving them tools that empower them to play a 
more integral role in their own treatment—including access to the latest research and clinical trials, and 
ownership of their own medical data. We work across the entire drug development pipeline, from the lab to the 
clinic, and across all types of cancer and modalities of treatment. 
 
By encouraging collaboration and innovation across the entire cancer research ecosystem, we aim to accelerate 
the technology, treatments, and standard of care that have the power to improve the health and lives of cancer 
patients. 
  
 
What We Fund 
Emerson Collective Cancer Research Fund is requesting individual or team proposals for research projects 
related, but not limited to, immunotherapy, metabolic therapies, early detection advancements, ‘high risk/high 
reward’ initiatives and/or -omic approaches cancer and drug development. Positive criteria include the 
potential of a project to significantly impact our understanding of and/or approaches to the prevention, 
diagnosis, or treatment of cancer.  
 
 
Who is Eligible to Apply? 
This RFP is open to all faculty undertaking research relevant to cancer within our research community (see 
below a list of sites). The research site and Emerson Collective Health Team evaluate the applicant pool.  
 
Applicants will be evaluated on the following positive criteria: 

• The audacity and innovation of the research proposal. Incremental research will not be funded.  
• The potential of the proposed research to affect multiple cancer types 
• The potential to translate said research into further experiments, and clinical trials 
• The applicant’s lack of resources to pursue the proposed research 
• Compliance with a two-year maximum timeframe for research  

 
The applicant’s prior experimental track record will not be the principal determining factor in evaluation.  



 

 

How Much Do We Fund? 
Gift awards range from $50,000 up to $200,000	for up to 2 years for both direct and indirect costs. You may 
apply for additional funding for the same projects on subsequent RFP rounds, though new projects will be 
prioritized. This fund does not support incremental research. 
 
 
Application Guidelines 
 
Research Proposal Guidelines (up to 4 pages) | A recommended outline includes:  

• Title Page (one page): Project title; PI name, title, department, address, phone, and email address; Co-
PI(s) name, title, department, address, phone, and email address  

• Lay abstract/Proposal Overview (½ page)  
• Background, Significance and Innovation (½ page)  
• Specific Aims (one page) 
• Scientific Approach and Methods (2 pages): Should include an aim overview, preliminary studies, 

experimental plan, anticipated results and potential shortcomings. 
 
Other Required Documents Guidelines | Milestones, References, Illustrations, Biosketch and budget forms. 

• References (up to 1 page) 
• Illustrations (no page recommendation) 
• Milestones/Deliverables (½ page) 
• All PI and Co-PI(s) must include an NIH style biosketch describing their educational background, 

positions held, and key publications (up to 4 pages per investigator).  
• Budget form must also be submitted for each year of funding requested; template provided.  

o Funding is available to support personnel, supplies, equipment, and other general costs 
associated with the project. Provide a categorical budget outline for the project, see budget 
template for details. A 15% infrastructure charge applies to the project costs and should be 
included in your budget request. Total budget request including the infrastructure should not 
exceed $200K.  

o All proposed budgeting must conform to the general policies of the institution.  
 
 
Acceptance or Rejection  
Acceptance of a proposal neither commits Emerson Collective to award a contract to any supplier nor limits 
Emerson Collective’s rights to 1) accept or reject any proposals part or in whole; 2) request further clarification 
on any specific response, omission or claim made in a response to the RFP; 3) to further evaluate one or more 
proposals via additional interviews/presentations, or other additional criteria; and 4) to further negotiate the 
terms submitted in a proposal, including price, prior to the final award.  
 
Contact Information 
Please contact your research site’s primary contact person listed on the RFA for questions regarding the 
submission process.  
 
 
Projected Timeline 
Please refer to your research site’s RFA for submission deadline and application timeline. 


